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October 21, 2013

Samantha Harris

Director of Speech Code Research

Foundation for Individual Rights in Education
601 Walnut Street, Suite 510

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Sent via U.S. Muail and Facsimile (215-717-3440)

Dear Ms. Harris,

Thank you for your letter dated October 16, 2013. Let me assure you that
Swarthmore College does indeed take academic freedom, freedom of speech, and
freedom of conscience extremely seriously. I believe that our interactions with the Phi
Psi fraternity have been consistent with those values.

First, it is not clear to me that you have all of the facts regarding this matter. The
College did not discipline Phi Psi for their distribution of the publication in question,
nor did it charge them with violating any of Swarthmore’s policies. Rather, in the
context of what many of our community members viewed as an example of the
fraternity’s lack of understanding about how such images may be perceived by the
community —and women in particular —the College believed it appropriate that the
fraternity learn more about the College’s policies and procedures concerning sexual
harassment and sexual violence. Being well informed allows those students to
understand better not only these issues, but also how messages like the publication in
question may be interpreted by other members of the community.

Learning more about these issues provides the fraternity members with a
viewpoint that they may (or may not) find helpful. Those attending the session are free
to form their own views based on the information provided. As always in our classes
and training sessions at Swarthmore College, participants “think” any way they wish
and hold whatever viewpoints they feel appropriate. The event the members of Phi Psi
choose can reflect whatever viewpoint they wish to share based on what they learned
from the information provided. This is far from unusual; it is exactly the type of
education that occurs all the time at residential colleges.
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The types of educational programs being offered to Phi Psi are occurring
throughout the campus. Numerous students and other community groups are receiving
educational sessions in Title IX and the College’s policies and procedures, which is
consistent with best practices.

As you point out in your letter, the College also has raised other concerns with
Phi Psi’s conduct, including relating to their hosting of social functions. While I will not
get into the specific details related to individual students or student groups, I can tell
you that the measures taken were a response to multiple concerns and that the
temporary suspension of hosting social events and other privileges was linked to these
concerns. In fact, in a letter of apology directed to the entire campus community
(http://www.swarthmorephoenix.com/open-letter-to-the-community/), Phi Psi
acknowledges, “...we’d like this letter to be the beginning of a new norm of
communication from Phi Psi, one that handles criticism seriously and with grace.”

As I stated, Swarthmore College is committed to protecting the individual rights
of our students. I believe that the College's actions have been consistent with protecting
those rights, both for the members of Phi Psi and for the rest of the College, while
providing the ongoing education and support for individuals and groups as
traditionally provided in residential colleges.

Sincerely,

Y e Chopyo

Rebecca Chopp



